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Abstract

The Beginning of Nation—protecting Buddhism from India

Jung, Seung-suk
(Professor, College of Buddhist Studies, Dongguk Univ. in Seoul)

What Siddhartha, who was the successor of a small kingdom, asked for

his father just before leaving home to be an ascetic was to protect the
nation. It is worth consideration as the beginning of ‘nation-protecting
Buddhism'. What Buddha emphasized to King Bimbisara whom he met
after obtaining enlightment was also to protect the nation.
In the early Buddhism, the cognition of protecting the nation is reflected
well into FRatthapala-sutta. And Saddharmasmrtyupasthana-sitra suggests
thirty—seven dharmas to the king as the necessary rules for protecting the
nation. In this way Buddhist consideration for society places much value
on protecting the nation. But just in principle, the Buddhist idea of
protecting the nation is that the king keeps and practices right dharmas in
order to avoid a national crisis such as a war.

However is the protecting the nation by nonviolence possible in the case
of facing with an aggression of hostile countries full of killing and
violence? We can understand that the ‘nation-protecting Buddhism' had
been established by reducing like those dilemma and difficulties in its own
way. We can find a chief source of protecting the nation in
Bodhisattvagocaropayavisayavikurvananirdesa-sitra that violence unavoidably
needs to resist violence in the case of facing with a national crisis. This
text emphasizes that to fight during the war to protect the nation
according to the king’s order cannot be guilty. In several Buddhist texts,
the mevitability of such a protecting the nation is indirectly suggested



through the legends.

The legend narrated in Ekottara-geama describes minutely a story about
slaughtering Sakyas by King Vidudabha, and reveals vividly the limits of
passive means through which reminds us realistic situations getting
afflicted with the government’s inahility to protect the nation.

Moreover the legend of Sﬁnpuﬁapmprcc]ﬂ—sﬁﬁa narrates the whole
story of persecuting Buddhism committed by King Pusyamitra. It indirectly
admits the fact that the means of Buddhism—protecting to handle the cruel
violence is also the violence only. This legend may be a prophecy that a
king of protecting the nation will become to appear as a result of
Buddhism-—protecting, and may be such a wish. In Northeast Asia., the
connection between ‘Buddhism-protecting’ and ‘protecting the nation’ have
realized ‘Nation—protecting Buddhism’ as the oneness of those two.

The ‘nation—protecting Buddhism' of Korea belongs to the most active
mstance in Northeast Asia. The teachings of Mahgparinirvana-siatra 1s
practically understood to admit application of force, and it can be a valid
reference to Korean ‘nation—protecting Buddhism’. Korean ‘nation—protecting
Buddhism, which reacted to a massive violence about to destroy the
country, is ‘the skillful expedient’ (upaya-kausalya) allowed by Buddhist
texts.

Key words

Mahanama, Nation—protecting Buddhism, Pusyamitra, Sékya, thirty—sev
en dharmas, Vidudabha, Ekottara-agama, Ratthapala-sutta,
Saddbarmasmytyupasthana—sitra, 5a’npulmpanpfccha'*sﬁlm
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